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corresponding to S protein amino acids 20 - 27. However,
this was true only in the case when a cyclic oligopeptide
was used for immunization. In the linear form it did not show
any epitope homology with native virus particles demon-
strating probable conformational character of this antigenic
site. It could be partially imitated by the molecule deforma-
tion caused by stable cyclization by means of an S8 bond.
Using succinimidyl cyclization product with a lower defor-
mation effect, antibodies with weaker ability to bind virus
were obtained. These results are in good agreement with our
observations.

The fact that following ip or iv immunization of animals
with native comoviruses no antibodies were formed agai
sequential epitopes of the 8§ protein subunit of virus caps
suggests that all such epitopes located on the S protein are
hidden or masked by the larger coat protein. Also the
inability of Anti-S to bind native viruses confirms this fact.

S protein epitopes located on the virion surface (includ-
ing the C-terminus of its proteolytically unprocessed form
and the part between amino acids 20 ~ 27 investigated by
visson and coworkers (Joisson efal., 1993 Y are detergent-sen-
sitive: and thus are exclusively of the conformational type.
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